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Yuka:
Meg:
Yuka:

Meg:

Yuka:

il

Hi, Meg, do you remember going to the movie next Sunday?

Of course. What's up?

Before seeing the movie, why don’t we have lunch at Sakura Café? I am a big fan of their spaghetti.
Sounds good. Then, what time should we meet at the café?

The movie starts at 13:30 and it takes about 20 minutes from Sakura Café to the theater. So
how about meeting at 11:307

Well, Sakura Café is always crowded and we need to wait for about half an hour, I don’t want to
wait that long and I don’t want to be late for the movie.

Then, how about trying a new café near the movie theater? I found a good one on the internet.
What is the name of the café?

Kusunoki Café. A lot of people recommend their pancakes on blogs. It's a 5-minute walk to the
theater.

Oh, I've heard about that café, but I have never been there. I am interested in their pancakes.
Good, so let's meet at Kusunoki Café about 11:00.

Sure.

Wait! Kusuncki Café is closed on Sundays.

Then, why not going to Sakura Café. I will come and see you at your home around 10:30 and
let’s qo there together. We can make it there around 11:00.

Thanks. It's easier to go there together, See you then.
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a) Sakura Café b) Kusunoki Café ¢} The movie theater

d} Yuka's house e) Meg’s house
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a) 10:30 b} 11:00 c) 11:30 d) 13:30
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(1) Kusuncki Café is not open on Sundays.

{2} Yuka loves eating spaghetti of Sakura Café.

(3) Kusunoki Café is always crowded during lunch time.

(4) Sakura Café is closer to the theater than Kusunoki Café is.
(5) It takes 5 minutes from Yuka’s home to the theater.
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Have you seen raccoons before in Japan? They are exotic animals fo Japan, but these days many of us must
have seen some in many areas of Japan.  Although you might have seen one, you probably did not recognize
it. This is because raccoons are similar to raccoon dogs in appearance which are native of Japan. Despite
their similar‘i‘l‘y, 'I‘hey have a little different appearance and characteristic features. Let us lock ‘!’hrough them

and become able to tell one from the other.

Raccoons originate from North America and they belong to the raccoon family. Raccoon dogs, which are
also known as fanuki, originated from East Asia, and they belong to an entirely different family known as

“the canidae family” that both wolves as well as foxes belong to.

Raccoons are often between 40-60 cm in length, 6-10 kq in weight, while raccoon dogs are often measured
at 50-60cm and weigh 4-10 kq. Raccoons have white ear rims, a black stripe from forehead to nose, and
long white whiskers. Their feet are the same color as their bodies, and the shape of their paws is similar to
those of humans’. On the other hand, raccoon dogs have black rims on their ears and black fur around their

eyes and neck. They also have black whiskers, black feet, and dog-like paws.

The way raccoon dogs and raccoons behave is somewhat different as well. Raccoon dogs will live in pairs or
small family groups. Raccoon dogs are also known to groom other members of their immediate family. We
often see raccoons rest with members of their immediate family, but they may not groom their family members
as often as raccoon dogs do. Raccoons tend to live alone. Raccoons are good at climbing trees and raccoon
dogs digging holes in the ground. Raccoons, araiguma in Japanese, do not wash their food before eating.

They are just frying to catch some fish in the water.

Raccoon dogs live to be only around eleven years old when kept in captivity, whereas raccoons can live up
to twenty years in captivity. However, when these animals are in the wild, raccoons will only live for about
two or three years, while raccoon dogs can survive for as long as seven years, This may indicate that raccoon

dogs are better adapted to their natural environments.

Raccoons are sometimes associated with Rascal, a popular character name, and many of us might have a
cute image of them. However, in reality, raccoons can be very aggressive toward people and we have to be
careful. On the other hand, raccoon dogs are coward and they run away when they see us. Some people

believe that raccoon dogs faint at loud noises.

Raccoons and raccoon dogs do have differently shaped bodies and characteristics, but you may have to be

a close observer to notice the differences.
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{1) Raccoons are completely different in appearance from raccoon dogs.

(2) Raccoon dogs live longer than raccoons in the wild.

(3) “Raccoon” is “araiquma”, while “raccoon doq” is “tanuki” in Japanese.
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Ivan, Spain

I think Japanese convenience sfores are
excellent, When I visited the country a few
years ago, | was surprised that they were open

24  hours Of

convenience storas and supermarkefs in our

a day. course, we have
country, but they are not open 24 hours a day.
Maybe when I am too tired to cook, I can go
there and choose whatever I want from a wide
variety of food. I was also so impressed that all
the foods there were delicious.

I love the Japanese convenience store system.

Kei, Australia

I don’t think it is a good idea to keep convenience
stores open 24 hours a day. There are not many
shoppers at night especially in my area. A large
amount of electricity is needed to keep the stores
open at night. It costs more than sales. Moreover,
it is not good for the environment. We need to

We should

consider this issue on a global scale. It is not just

reduce extra power consumpﬁon.
the matter of keeping convenience sfores open 24

hours a day.

Miho, Japan

I don’t think convenience stores need to be open
24 hours a day. The owners of the stores
always have to have someone who works until
late at night or through the night. It is now
difficult to find the part-time workers who
prefer working until midnight or early in the
morning. If they cannot find those pecple, the
managers themselves have to work for long
hours. Working long hours is bad for their
health. In addition, working through the nighf,
people are more likely to be involved in crime.
For the health and safety of the workers of
convenience stores, They need not keep the

stores open 24 hours a day.

Fon, Thailand

I

convenience stores open 24 hours a day. I have two

strongly agree with the idea of keeping
reasons.

Firstly, they provide us with Job opportunities.
There are many 24-hour convenience stores in
Bangkok, too. Many of my friends work there at
night. They are college students and cannot work in
the dayﬁme on weekdays, but ‘I'hey can work at
night. Some people even prefer working at night
because they get paid more.

24 —-hour

preven‘f crimes 'FI"OI’TI OCCUI"I"iI"Ig.

Secondly, convenience stores could
They are always
bright and they have workers and shoppers there, so
they are safe even at night.

For these reasons, we should have more 24-hour

convenience stores.
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