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Although the primary aim of schools in Japan and the western world is similar: to
educate the next generation of learners, their school cultures and approaches are
unsurprisingly different. Below are some differences between Japanese and Western

schools.

® Multiple Entrance Exams
Unlike in most western countries, entrance exams are held in Japan for all school levels
including junior high school, senior high school, and university. Examinations are
stressful for students worldwide and studying alone is quite difficult. That might be why

Japan has cram schools, which help students with problematic subjects.

® No School Buses
The majority of students in Japan live close to their school. So, most of them walk or
use a bike to go to the campus. If they live further away, they might commute by train.
Some western countries, particularly the United States, are used to having school buses
that take students from their homes to school and back again. However, not all students

take the bus. Some prefer to walk or be dropped oft and picked up by adults.

@ Teachers and Classrooms
Western junior and senior high schools usually have their students move from
classroom to classroom. That’s why most students from these countries build a lot of
friendships early on in their lives.
In Japan, each class is given a homeroom, so students don’t have to move from one
classroom to another. Instead, teachers from different subjects will go to various

homerooms.



® Uniforms
On entering a junior high and high school, Japanese students will start wearing uniforms
with white shirts and dark-colored trousers or skirts. Similarly, uniforms are compulsory
in almost all Australian, British and New Zealand high schools. However, most
American public schools allow their students to display their imagination and style but

some top private schools do require their students to wear uniforms.

® Pass/Fail System
Repeating a year could fower a student’s confidence. Even so, in western nations,
schools are often strict. For example, if a student fails the 3« grade, they are usually
made to repeat the 3" grade in the next academic year. However, in Japan, grades

almost never affect a student’s chance of proceeding to the next year level.
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1 The main objective of Japanese schools and western schools is ( ). 1
(M not clear
@ similar
@ surprisingly different
@ unsurprisingly different

2 Cram schools ( ). 2
(D  are popular in both Japan and western countries
@ are extremely stressful
®  can help students study for difficult subjects
@  conduct official university entrance exams

3 American students ( ) go to and from school by bus. 3
@  must
@ never
©) rarely
@ often



4 Students in western schools ( ).

cannot meet students from other homerocom classes
do not take all of their classes in the same classroom

have the same classmates for all of their classes

® 0

have the same teacher for all of their classes

5 Students do not have to wear uniforms in most ( ).

American private schools
American public schools

Australian and New Zealand high schools

CEORONS)

British high schools

6 If a student does not pass the 3« grade they will usually have to do

the 3¢ grade again the next year in ( ).
@ both Japanese schools and western schools
@ Japanese schools (but not western schools)
@ neither Japanese schools nor western schools
@ western schools (but not Japanese schools)
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Customer:

Clerk:

Customer:

Clerk:

Customer:

Clerk:

Customer:

Clerk:

Customer:

Clerk:

Customer:

Clerk:

At the travel agent

Excuse me. I need some information about flights to Australia.

Sure, ( 7 )

I see. And how long are you planning to be away?

And will you be going to any city in particular?

Well, I’d like to visit the Gold Coast and Sydney and if possible,

I want to go to Ayers Rock as well.

Let’s see. Singapore Airlines has a 28-day ticket for 150,000 yen.
The flight goes directly to Sydney.

10 | )

Well, you can have a Korean Air flight to the same city for 120,000
yen, but you can only leave on Friday. The price of Singapore

Airline flight doesn’t vary for any day of the week.

( 11 ) It’s much cheaper and 1 don't really care about the day

I leave.

O K. Let me get your details.
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When are you planning to leave?

When did you plan your vacation?

I'd like to go for three weeks.

I'd like to leave around the beginning of August.

I’d like to leave Australia around the beginning of August.
Don’t you have anything cheaper?

Would you like a ticket for 120,000 yen?

[ think I’ll take the Korean Air flight.

Let me think about the Korean Air flight.
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HOYT’S MOVIE GUIDE

DORA AND DIEGO

Language: English
Genre: Animation, Family
Running time: 56 minutes
Average User Rating % % % 77 ¥

Main cast

Dora the Explorer, Diego, Boots, Baby Jaguar

Story
Come join Dora and her cousin Diego in two fabulous sing-along, learn-along
adventures. In ‘Boots First Bike’, Dora and Boots head to the Bike Shop to pick out a
brand-new bike for Boots. He’s so excited - he can’t wait to ride it! And when Alicia
and some penguins get stuck in the ice, it’s Diego and Baby Jaguar to the rescue in

‘Diego the Hero’.

Look out for a great array of Dora products including toys, books, DVDs, clothes,

accessories, and much more from all good retail stockists.

Screening at selected Hoyt’s cinemas from Saturday 5 May, for a strictly limited season!
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1. The movie called Dora and Diego is a ( ).

cartoon
war movie

documentary

® ®© E

horror movie

2. It has an average rating of ( ) stars among Hoyt’s website users. 3

@® one
@ o
@ three
@ four

3. This movie lasts ( ).

14

almost an hour
more than two hours

half an hour

® @

less than half an hour
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4. In the story, Dora is Diego’s (
@ sister
@ daughter
® mother

@ cousin

5. Inthe story, Boots wants to get a new (

@ bicycle
@ book
® DVD

@ toy

6. Hoyt’s cinema will probably show this movie (

(D for several years
@ for one day only
@ foralimited time

@ atnight only

16
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I For your health, you should net eat food { ) too much sugar. 18
)  contains @ that containing
@ of containing @ containing

2 Our plane ( ) off at noon, and landed on time at Haneda Airport.| ¢
@ departed @ left the ground
3 took @ ran

3 There were a lot of things to say, but ( ), his plan was a failure. 20
@ short @ inshort
@ exact @ saying

4 To go to the 8™ floor, you should ( ) the elevator. 21
@ make @ take
@ have @ put

5 Isanyone coming ( ) your friends? oy
@ along @ addition
® besides @ by
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I She ( Yo 23 ) ) ( YO 24 [D( ) me.
ZHE D al @ came
@ from @ London
® the way ® tosee
2 Would ( YOI 25 | )( Y] 26 [D( X ) away?
gErE D after @ you
® I'm @ look
(&) my dog ® while
3 In the evening, ( Y| 27 P YOI 28 1)( ) )

the classroom,

FRRE @D few @ in
@ there @ students
® remaining ® were
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